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old* when possibly dealing in grain was considered below the dignity of the lordly Taluqdar, no excuse is possible for the continuance of this bureaucratic organisation today, the officers of which are responsible neither to Government as represented by its local officers nor to the public.
It is sometimes said that this being a co-operative organisation, there are legal difficulties in the way of ending it. Whatever the legal difficulties, in- the public interest, they ought to be swept away. But it may not even be necessary to end the Corporation. All that may be necessary is to take away the right of dealing in grain of which the Government has monopoly. In any case,, this important reform should be carried out forthwith. Physical verification of the stocks in the godowns is most essential when Government takes over charge. There is very little doubt that, after Government has taken over charge, it will be possible to effect substantial reduction in the expenditure, and the administration of food will be placed on a rational, and popular basis,
Rural Development Board. —In most States, there is a Rural Development Board, which is attended by all heads of departments and Secretaries to Government connected with Rural Development and by prominent non-officials interested in rural development work. Such a Board meets at least once a quarter and discusses in detail specific problems of rural development, so that interest is kept alive in the subject all the time and co-ordination achieved among all workers in the same field, and these meetings give an opportunity for full discussion of new schemes by those who are in a position to appreciate their implications and to advise on them. Planning thus becomes an important function of this Board. It is in a position to assess the progress of schemes which have been planned and which are in process of execution. One advantage from this is that, if anything is going wrong with a particular scheme, the defect can be brought to light at an early stage.
We would recommend the formation of such a Board, It should not be too large. The Minister in charge of Rural Reconstruction should be the Chairman, and the Secretary of the Rural Reconstruction and Revenue Departments, a member and the Secretary. The other members should be the heads of the departments of Agriculture,' Co-operation^ Veterinary, Forests? Public

